Pakistan  Commitment to International Laws on Terrorism and Organized Crime

Pakistan is a responsible country and firmly believes in eradication of all kinds of 

organized and  transnational crimes. As a respectable member of the global community, Pakistan is committed to the war on terror, war on drugs and war on human trafficking—all sources of extreme destruction, destabilization and despair across the world population. Pakistan’s response may be debated not due to its commitment but its capacity and resources. As far as the intentions and commitment are concerned, Pakistan has signed and ratified many international and regional instruments on terrorism and organized/transnational crimes, and some are under consideration. However, we should work with the Pakistan’s legislative and executive to bring the national laws in conformity with the commitment made to the international community through these landmarks of international rules and regulations. Unfortunately, Pakistan is unnecessarily suspected for its intentions whereas the international agencies and donor nations don’t provide for proper and timely financial and technical aid and assistance to the various branches of Pakistan’s criminal justice system. The international assistance is mostly ill-directed, piecemeal and badly conditioned. Much can be said and debated on these points and the causes of failure of combating and preventing transnational crimes should be searched not only in the commitment of Pakistan but also in the procedures and methods of aid and assistance of the international community. Following is the list of all such important international and regional instruments to which Pakistan’s stand committed.

(A)

INTERNATIONAL ANTI-TERRORISM CONVENTIONS RATIFIED/SIGNED BY PAKISTAN

	1. 
	Tokyo Convention on Offences and Certain other Acts Committed on Board Aircraft (September, 1963)
	Ratified by Pakistan on 
11 September 1973

	2. 
	Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft (The Hague, 16 December 1970)
	Ratified by Pakistan on 
29 November1973

	3. 
	Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of Civil Aviation (Montreal, 23 September 1971)
	Ratified by Pakistan on 
16 January 1974

	4. 
	Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes Against Internationally Protected Persons, Including Diplomatic Agents (adopted by UNGA on 14 December 1973)
	Acceded to by Pakistan on 29 March 1976

	5. 
	International Convention Against the Taking of Hostages, (adopted by UNGA on 18 December 1979)
	Acceded to by Pakistan on 30 August 2000

	6. 
	Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, ( Vienna, 3 March 1980)
	Acceded to by Pakistan on 30 August 2008 

	7. 
	Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts of Violence at Airports Serving International Civil Aviation, Supplementary to the Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of Civil Aviation (Montreal, 24 February 1988)
	Acceded to by Pakistan on 30 August 2000

	8. 
	Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of Maritime Navigation (Rome, 10 March 1988)
	Acceded to by Pakistan on 30 August 2000

	9. 
	Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of Fixed Platforms Located on the Continental Shelf (Rome, 10 March 1988)
	Acceded to by Pakistan on 30 August 2000

	10. 
	International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings (New York,12 January 1998)
	Acceded to by Pakistan on 26 June 2002

	11. 
	Convention on the Marking of Plastic Explosives For the Purposes of Identification ( Montréal,1 March 1991)
	Signed - Accession is Under Consideration

	12. 
	International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism ( New York,10 January 2000)
	Under Consideration

	13. 
	International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism( New York,13 April 2005)
	Under Consideration


(B)     
REGIONAL ANTI-TERRORISM CONVENTIONS

	14. 
	OIC Convention on Combating International Terrorism, 1999
	Signed by Pakistan on 26 June 2002

	15. 
	Pakistan is also a Party to the SAARC Regional Convention on Terrorism as well as its Additional Protocol
	Signed by Pakistan on 6 January 2004 in Islamabad


(C)
 CONVENTIONS AND REGIONAL/ BILATERAL TREATIES IN CONTEXT OF COUNTER-NARCOTICS:

	16. 
	Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs 1961 as amended by the 1972 Protocol
	Signed by Pakistan on 29 December 1972 and ratified/acceded to on 2 July 1999

	17. 
	United Nations (UN) Convention on Psychotropic Substances 1971
	Ratified/acceded to on 9 June 1977

	18. 
	United Nations (UN) Convention against Illicit Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances 1988 and subsequent United Nations (UN) resolutions, in particular the United Nations (UN) General Assembly’s 20th Special Session Resolution S-20/4B.
	Signed by Pakistan on 20 December 1989 and ratified/acceded to on 25 October 1991

	19. 
	South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Convention on Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances 1990.


	Ratified by Pakistan

	20. 
	Protocol on Drug Matters with Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) Countries
	Ratified by Pakistan


(D)   OTHERS
	21. 
	United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC)
	Pakistan signed the Convention on 14 December 2000 and has yet to ratify this Convention.

	22. 
	United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC)
	Ratified by Pakistan in August 2007


[The writer, Syed Wajid is a Researcher and Analyst and has worked with many NGOs and international organizations. He can be reached at his 
Email: hamza_25000@yahoo.com]


